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    CHUM CREEK LANDCARE   
      NEWSLETTER                                                     

                   No. 16, Spring, 2018  
 

         

                                                                        

Your new 2018-19 Chum Creek Landcare committee. From left to right – Ken Bagley, Mark Donegan, Nella 
Lithgow, Evelyn Feller, Michael Feller, Susi Sheaffe, and Phill Hipwell. 

 

Next event – Back to the Billabong, Sunday, 7 October, 10am – 2.30pm 

This event is organized by our Northern Yarra Landcare network. It is advertised on the following 
page. Please note that if you wish to attend the walks/talks, advance booking is necessary. 
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President’s Report  

One of the most enjoyable aspects of living in Chum Creek is the birdlife.  A highlight for me this winter was 
seeing for the first time on our property, a satin bower bird and his family.  He bounced cheekily down our 
veranda railing with the others in rapid pursuit.  The young were quite beautiful with their speckled colouring.   
As we watch galahs rolling down dirt piles screaming with delight and we try to develop strategies to avoid 
dive-bombing magpies, we sometimes wonder what is going on in those bird brains.  This summer I gained a 
much deeper appreciation of bird brains when I heard a sparkling ABC interview of the American author – 
Jennifer Ackerman – who has written a wonderful book called “The Genius of Birds”.  Ackerman has travelled 
extensively and met with ornithologists around the world to research her book.  It was believed that because 
bird brains are so small, they don’t have the neurons and structures to perform many cognitive functions.  In 
fact birds have many of the brain structures that humans have –they are just miniaturised.  It was wonderful 
later to hear her speak and describe many of the amazing achievements of birds, including quite a few 
Australian birds like the bower birds and the magpies.  This book is highly recommended for any-one who 
loves birds.  

Some of our current knowledge about bird intelligence has resulted from bird observations by amateurs. The 
importance of monitoring and keeping records of bird sightings has also been emphasized as we attended 
Melbourne Water’s Healthy Waterways meetings as trends in bird populations are important indicators in 
measuring waterway health.  There are opportunities to be involved this spring by participating in the Aussie 
Backyard Bird Count (see page 11 of this newsletter which also contains photos of birds seen on our Chum 
Creek property).  There is also an opportunity to learn more about birds at the ‘Back to the Billabong’ event on 
October 7th (see page 2 of this newsletter).  Chum Creek Landcare is also planning to produce a pamphlet on 
the birds in our area to help residents with bird identification. Finally, we can all improve bird habitat and 
increase bird populations by using funding opportunities, such as Melbourne Water’s Healthy Waterways  
Program to restore streamside habitat.  

 

 

Chum Creek Landcare news 
 
Chum Creek Landcare Group has cydectin for wombat mange control 
If you need some cydectin for wombat mange control, we can provide some for free. Just contact us by email 
(chumcklandcare@gmail.com) or phone (5962 5227). 
 
Do you need assistance with looking after your property – clearing weeds, planting, etc.? 
A party of high school students will be available for a day’s work in November. If you would like some 
assistance, please let us know by email (chumcklandcare@gmail.com) or phone (5962 5227). 
 
Northern Yarra Landcare Network donates money to a Landcare Network in drought-stricken NSW 

The Northern Yarra Landcare Network, of which Chum Creek Landcare is a member, recently decided to 
donate $1000 of their funds to assist drought-affected farmers in NSW. NYLN president, John Birse, stated 
that NYLN wanted the funds to go to a local landcare network because we knew that they would know the 
best way to assist – landcare is all about local people working together to solve local issues. The donation 
was given to Southern New England Landcare who matched the donation with a further $1000 to provide 10 
$200 ‘Dry Time Dinner’ vouchers for use by groups of 10 neighbours at local venues. The aim of the dinners is 
to give farmers a well-earned night out to connect with and support their neighbours, and at the same time, 
support a local business which may also be feeling the effects of the drought.   
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Young Wood Spurge seedling 
and mature flowering plant 

The basics of a bee-friendly garden 
By Ben Moore ( https://www.facebook.com/BensBees/posts/1605174456253439 ) 

Bees are the most essential pollinators on Earth. The process of “biotic pollination” requires organisms to 
carry, or move, pollen grains from the anther of one flower to the receptive stigma of another. Bees make the 
most important contribution to this process, as bees pollinate 80% of flowering plants on Earth – with a single 
colony able to pollinate an astonishing 300 million flowers every day. Bees are the major contributor to the 
natural floral landscape as we know it. In turn, this makes them very important for humans, as bees pollinate 
70 of the top 100 food crops, with fruits such as avocados, apples and cherries being 90% dependent on bee 
pollination. These astonishing statistics provide evidence as to how vital it is to protect bee colonies, as their 
pollinating powers make them a key component in both human and animal survival. 
However, the sad truth is that honeybees and other bee species are declining, mainly because of habitat loss. 
How then do we help these vital creatures? A bee-friendly garden will encourage bees to collect pollen and 
nectar from your own backyard; creating these localised habitats makes a huge difference, not only to the life 
of bees, but also to the ecosystem at large. Installing a bee house or hive of your own will see an influx of 
bees to your garden and is a wonderful way to experience the very unique superorganism of a bee colony. 
Even on a small-scale, many people find this a highly rewarding hobby that is both enjoyable and beneficial 
for the environment. 
You can also attract bees and improve their quality of life by planting a variety of plants bees enjoy. If you find 
bees visiting your garden and you don’t have your own hive, someone near you may: honeybees usually 
forage within a radius of 3 km. There are also feral bee colonies searching for food. However, honey bees 
don’t like all flowers equally, and it is important to know which plants will be most attractive. Interestingly, they 
prefer blue, purple and yellow blossoms. Therefore, some popular additions to your bee-friendly garden could 
be lavender, oregano, sage, thyme, borage, sunflowers, and tree dahlia. Native bees also require specific 
plants to thrive, with some good suggestions being cutleaf daisy, flowering gums, pincushion hakea, tea tree, 
purple coral pea, grevillea pink surprise, native rosemary and bottlebrush. 
Aside from planting bee-attracting flora, it is also vital that bees have a fresh water source available, especially 
during the summer months. By providing a constant supply, bees will frequent your garden. A good tip with 
water is to ensure that there are some floating or raised materials that protrude to stop bees from drowning. 
This can be done simply by leaving out a plate of water with some stones on the plate so that the bees have 
somewhere to rest when they are not drinking. With these additions, your garden will soon become a haven 
for the greatest pollinators on the planet 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Featured Weeds – Spurges and Privet 
 

Spurges (Euphorbia species) 

The plant genus – 
Euphorbia is one of 
the largest flowering-
plant genera, with 
2,420 species, some 
of which have become 
invasive weeds. The 
genus takes its 
common name from a 
group of annual herbs 
used as purgatives, or 
spurges. Euphorbias 
have a milky sap which 
is highly toxic and an 
irritant to the skin and 

https://www.facebook.com/BensBees/posts/1605174456253439
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Petty Spurge. 

eye. Sap wiped into the eye causes intense pain and temporary blindness until its caustic nature is neutralised 
by medication. Euphorbia plants vary from flat, creeping herbs to shrubs and trees. They have one female 
flower consisting of a single female reproductive structure, the pistil, surrounded by numerous male flowers of 
one stamen each. All these reduced flowers are enclosed in a cup-shaped, leaf-like structure with five lobes 
and a gland on each, called a cyathium. Fruits are explosive, three-seeded capsules. Three Euphorbia 
species have been found in Chum Creek, two of which – Wood Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides) and 
Mediterranean Spurge (E. characias) – are considered to be high threats, while the third – Petty Spurge (E. 
peplus) is considered to be less of a threat, although it is a common weed in gardens.  

Wood Spurge and Mediterranean Spurge are native to the Mediterranean, Europe, and western Asia. Wood 
spurge is a bushy, evergreen, compact, free-branching plant that typically grows in an upright rounded mound 
to 30-50 cm tall. Mediterranean Spurge is a shrub or bush up to 1.2 m high with many stems and 
characteristic black or dark brown nectar glands in the cyathia.  Wood Spurge has dark green slightly hairy 
leaves about 6 cm long. The complex green-yellow inflorescence, typical of Euphorbia, appears in late spring 
and early summer. It spreads rapidly by underground rhizomes and can become invasive, though relatively 
easy to remove. Eventually the evergreen leaves form a dense carpet over the ground, smothering other 
plants. Wood Spurge can also grow well in shady conditions. 

    
  
 

  
Control 
Spurges can be very hard to control due to their quick seed production and roots that take hold quickly.  
Individual plants can be removed by hand, but it should be noted that -             

• Spurge weeds have a main root that must be destroyed to ensure the plant is dead. 
• Wear gloves and have eye protection to prevent toxic effects and eye damage from the sap. 
• Wash any garden tools (rakes, hoes, shovels, etc.) that you use to pull spurge weeds after the weeds 
have been removed. If you don't, seeds can be 
transmitted to other areas.                      
• Never leave pieces of the plant on the ground, as 
it will just grow again. Instead, remove the weeds. 

Mowing or hand cutting is not completely effective 
because the root system remains undamaged and new 
sprouts will reappear rapidly. Also, mowing would have to 
be done continuously because it 
stimulates development of 

Different forms of Mediterranean Spurge. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhizomes
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inflorescences on the lateral branches. Hand-pulling, digging or tilling is not completely effective because the 
entire root system must be excavated for complete control. Pulling and digging can rip or cut the root into 
smaller pieces, leaving portions to re-sprout. This method could actually increase the number of plants. 

Larger infestations can be killed by spraying with glyphosate herbicide.   

 

Privet (Ligustrum lucidum) 

Privet originates from eastern Asia. It grows as an 
evergreen shrub or small tree to a height of 4–10 m. The 
brown bark is covered in small white lenticels (pores that 
allow gas exchange). Pointed oval-shaped leaves occur in 
opposite pairs, and are 4–13 cm long and 3–6 cm wide. 
The upper leaf surface is dark green and glossy or shiny 
while the under-surface is paler with distinct veins. Leaves 
are hairless. Cream or white tubular flowers with four petal-
like lobes occur in branched clusters – each flower is 3.5–
6.0 mm long. Flowers have a sickly sweet fragrance. 
Berries are 9 mm long and 12 mm in diameter, and are 
green when young, turning red through to blue to glossy or 
purplish black as they ripen. Berries usually contain two 
oval-shaped ribbed seeds 5 mm long. Roots are woody, 
branching, thickened at the crown and mostly shallow. 
Creeks, gullies and drainage lines are favoured locations, 
but seedlings are able to establish in drier areas if run-off 
water is temporarily available. Privet seedlings can tolerate 
very low light levels, allowing them to persist beneath 
dense canopies of vegetation. Privet thrives on more fertile 
shale or clay-derived soils found in riparian areas. 
Privet spreads through it’s seeds which are commonly 
spread by fruit-eating birds, such as pied currawongs, 
silver-eyes and rosellas. Privet seedlings often germinate in 
clusters, as a result of birds regurgitating the seeds. Birds 
and rabbits assist germination by removal of the soft 
coating around the seed.  Seeds can also be spread in 
flowing water. 
Privet is considered to be a serious environmental weed 

throughout Australia. Infestations threaten 
biodiversity, including endangered plant and animal 
species and ecological communities. Dense stands 
of privet prevent other vegetation surviving or 
establishing. Privet berries and leaves have been 
reported by overseas sources to be mildly toxic to 
humans and livestock if ingested in large amounts; 
however, no known cases of poisoning have 
occurred in Australia. It is reported that privet pollen 
causes allergic reactions and hay fever. 
Privet can invade native and plantation forests, 
orchards and pastures in Australia. Costs of control 
are high and yields are reduced by the presence of 
privet in these production systems. 
Controlling spread 
Wide dispersal of seed by birds cannot be 
controlled; therefore controlling the spread of privet 
requires the removal of seed trees and young 

seedlings before they produce seed. 
Follow up control and revegetation 
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Many attempts to control or remove privet have failed because of its ability to regenerate vigorously from root and 
stem suckers. Follow-up control measures are critical for successful removal. The removal of large numbers of 
privet bushes from other vegetation can cause enough disturbance that reinfestation occurs. Revegetation with 
appropriate species, along with ongoing weed control, can assist with preventing reinfestation. Where privet is 
providing a replacement habitat and food source for fruit-eating birds, control efforts must ensure that removal is 
undertaken gradually in combination with revegetation with suitable species. 
Manual removal 
Manual removal techniques involve hand-weeding of small and medium-sized privet plants, where the gaps left by 
weeding must be similar to those that occur naturally after the death of a native plant. Soil disturbance should also 
be minimised. Privet is easy to pull up when it has a stem diameter of less than 2–3 cm, particularly after rain.  
Control with herbicides 
Foliar treatments can be made to flushes of seedlings and groups of plants up to 3 m high. Plants must be actively 
growing, not under heat or moisture stress, and complete coverage of the foliage is necessary to ensure 
successful control. Foliar treatments are appropriate where infestations contain dense stands of privet and little or 
no other valuable vegetation. 
Basal bark applications are appropriate for treating larger individual plants in amongst other vegetation. Every 
trunk or stem arising from the ground must be treated. 
Stem injection is also appropriate for treating larger individual plants in amongst other vegetation. Stem injection 
has been found to be the most cost-effective method of control in terms of volume of herbicide and labour costs. It 
is also most effective in terms of reducing off-target herbicide damage to other vegetation. 
Where is it possible or desirable to completely remove whole plants, herbicide treatment of the cut stumps must 
be carried out in order to prevent regrowth from stumps. Cut-stump application of herbicides is very effective for 
controlling young plants, suckers or regrowth. 
Mechanical removal 
Earth-moving machinery may be suitable for removal of dense stands of privet if high levels of soil disturbance 
can be tolerated. Large areas of seedlings or regrowth can be slashed. These methods will reduce the seeding 
capacity of a large infestation, but will not eradicate it. Follow-up with herbicide control or manual removal may 
provide higher levels of control. These areas should also be revegetated with trees, shrubs, ground covers or 
pastures and repeatedly hand-weeded or slashed thereafter. Mechanical removal is not recommended in steep 
areas or near water courses. 
Fire 
Burning is generally ineffective against privet. Privet thickets are of low flammability and bushfires do not readily 
move through privet-dominated vegetation. Even when fire is very intense, privets are able to regenerate rapidly 
by sprouting or suckering. Fire has been used as an initial control measure, followed up by treatment of regrowth 
with cut stump herbicide applications the following year.  
 
More information is available at - 
http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/invasive_broadleaf_privet 
http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Details/110 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Events of interest 

More information about the events below is given in the following pages of this newsletter, to which you can 
turn if interested. 

1. (page 8) Melbourne’s grassy plains conference. Friday, 12 October, 9am – 5pm. Werribee. 
2. (page 9) Community Forum and expo on living with fire. Wednesday, 17 October, 7-9pm. Healesville. 
3. (page 10) Field trip to view creation of a wetlands-wildlife sanctuary from a bare paddock in Dixons 

Creek. Saturday, 20 October, 2-5pm. Yea River Catchment Landcare. 
4. (page 11) Aussie Backyard bird count. Week of 22-28 October 
5. (page 12) Wanderslore Sanctuary open day. Sunday, 28 October. Launching Place 
6. (page 13) Beechworth Bakery’s Random Act of Kindness Week in Healesville. Week of 5-11 November. 
7. (page 12) Powerful owl talk. Thursday, 13 December. Deakin University, Burwood. 

http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Details/110
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AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT – 22-28 OCTOBER 2018  
Save the date — the Aussie Backyard Bird Count is back from 22-28 October 2018. 

 
The #AussieBirdCount is a 
great way to connect with the 
birds in your backyard, no 
matter where your backyard 
might be — a suburban 
backyard, a local park, a patch 
of forest, a farm, down by the 
beach, or the main street of 
town. 
 
To take part all you need is 20 
minutes and your favourite 
outdoor space. Not only will 
you be contributing to BirdLife 
Australia's knowledge of 
Aussie birds, but there are also 
some great prizes on offer. 
Head to the website and  

register as a Counter today! 

 

Register at https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

   

 

   

 

 

https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=vdueXMXV40qCjVfduDyzSX9t8Qw0253VuZt5YhG-Ut9_1N9D2yHWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsupport.birdlife.org.au%2fpage.redir%3ftarget%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fbit.ly%252fAusBirdCount%26srcid%3d124195%26srctid%3d1%26erid%3d12753743%26trid%3dd77a2c03-c84c-4d2d-9adb-1368fbdad1e4
https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=1qxYcZe0zi6cXHYuZ2jtmXN4dQknwsGjI1Gc4UzY9bt_1N9D2yHWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsupport.birdlife.org.au%2fpage.redir%3ftarget%3dhttp%253a%252f%252faussiebirdcount.org.au%252f%2523register%26srcid%3d124195%26srctid%3d1%26erid%3d12753743%26trid%3dd77a2c03-c84c-4d2d-9adb-1368fbdad1e4
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Are you interested in Melbourne’s Powerful Owls? 
Powerful Owls are present and in some cases breeding in many parks and reserves 
throughout the greater Melbourne area and Deakin Uni are inviting people 
interested in Powerful Owl management to attend a Powerful Owl workshop.  
 
Deakin Uni have been undertaking research on Powerful Owls for over 20 years 
and in recent times GPS tracked over 10 individuals in parks and reserves across 
the greater Melbourne area. 
They would like to share 
some of their findings from 
this research and discuss 
how they are planning to 
build on this data in the 
future.  Anyone interested 
is invited to come along and 

learn more about their research and potentially 
become involved.  

Thursday, 13 December 2018, 10 am to 12 pm  
Deakin Burwood Corporate Centre, 221 Burwood Highway, Burwood, VIC 3125 

Book at – 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/are-you-interested-in-melbournes-powerful-owls-tickets-
50622260544?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTUxMjE3MjMvai5lbGxpc29uQHlhcnJhcmFuZ2VzLnZpYy5nb3YuYX
UvMA%3D%3D%0A&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=
attend 

https://vic.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32d44f78420029ae461e8cf13&id=91143c86e1&e=610d048887
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Organised by 
Beechworth Bakery, 
Healesville 
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