
1 
 

    CHUM CREEK LANDCARE   
      NEWSLETTER                                                     

                   No. 22, Autumn, 2020  
                           

 

Since many of us are spending much more time these days in our local area, it seems appropriate to feature 

photographs showing the many values and delights of our neighbourhood. Most of these photos were taken this 

autumn, except for Chum Creek valley’s largest tree (Page 1, left) – a 3.15m diameter mountain ash on crown 

Current golf course residents 
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land in the upper valley. All photos were taken from roads or walking tracks, except for the mountain ash. The 

photos immediately below are of the Shire’s excellent new work on the track beside Chum Creek Rd. 
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President’s Report  

Each morning as I run or ride around various tracks in Chum Creek, I am very thankful that this is where we are 

self- isolating.  Many people around the globe don’t have the good fortune to be so close to nature and are just 

staring at apartment walls or city streets.  Sometimes there is a special bonus for exercise like seeing a 

platypus in the creek or a family of gang gangs with their squeaky gate call. A special experience was on Anzac 

Day at dawn where a number of residents went out  with a light at their front gates and listened to the sound of 

the Last Post echoing up the valley. 

Our council has been quite busy in our area over the last weeks. Side roads have been graded and there has 

been weed control along roads, even in some cases using hand control.  The wash-out on the path near 

Blackwoods Road has been replaced by two sturdy bridges.  All of this has been much appreciated. 

While many of us are acutely missing contact with friends, family, community activities and recreation, at least 

living here there is no shortage of things to do around our properties and a chance to do jobs we never quite 

have done.   Bushfire season is a long way off but it could be a time to do that clearing up, improving the 

sprinkler system or replacing more flammable vegetation around the home with less flammable plants. It could 

also be a time to become more aware of the weeds on one’s property.  Doing a rough map of the location of 

different weeds and coming up with a plan of control would be worthwhile.  Identifying weeds is a skill, but as a 

starting point the council has published a helpful brochure which is available on line at 

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment/weeds/environmental_weed
s_list.pdf 
 
Our Landcare Facilitator, Rob Fallon, is a good resource regarding weed control and has already met with a 
number of residents regarding weed control methods.  He can be contacted at 0417 471 009. 
 
Looking to the future, our bird pamphlet on the birds of Chum Creek and Healesville is well on the way to 
completion and we hope to have a bird walk and presentation when the restrictions are over.  We hope to be 
able to replant an area of road verge along Chum Creek Rd. near Blackwoods Rd. and this may occur in July.   

 

 

Chum Creek Landcare news 

All group activities are on hold until further notice. We hope to have a bird walk once our bird id 
brochure has been printed, with luck this coming spring. 

 
Deer Monitoring 
 
As part of the process of trying deer control in the Chum Creek area, we would like to get information about the 
presence of deer in the area over the next few months.  We have access to a program called Feral Scan.  We 
would appreciate members notifying us if you see feral deer.  The information that would be useful would be: 
Date of sighting 
Location:  Lat/Long in decimal degrees 
Species 
Number 
Young/Adult 
Sex 
Photo if possible 
Our section of Feral Scan will be a closed section only accessible to three members who will be entering the 
information.  You can contact these members at chumcklandcare@gmail.com 
  
We would really appreciate your assistance with this. Even if you don't have the information above, just letting 
us know if you have seen deer or their scat would be useful It would help direct any potential culling activities 
and help evaluate effectiveness of these activities. 

 

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment/weeds/environmental_weeds_list.pdf
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment/weeds/environmental_weeds_list.pdf
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Featured Weeds – Capeweed and Japanese Honeysuckle 

Capeweed (Arctotheca calendula) 

• Capeweed is a low growing, semi-upright plant, originally 
native to South Africa. It is an annual stemless or shortly 
stemmed, herb, up to 80 cm wide and 30 cm high, with a 
taproot and a basal rosette of leaves. Capeweed is an 
autumn-germinating annual plant, with seedlings appearing 
from late February through to late April. As plants mature 

they develop into a rosette. Leaves are 5-25 cm long and 
2-6 cm wide, on 6 cm stalks, stem clasping, 
oblanceolate (backward pointing spear-shaped) deeply 
lobed and white downy or felted underneath. It has 
yellow daisy-like flowers, usually about 2–6 cm across 
with dark purple centres. Flowering occurs in late spring 
and early summer; the masses of yellow, daisy-like flowers 
with dark, almost black centres are conspicuous from a 
considerable distance. Capeweed dies off in late summer. 

Capeweed is a widespread and common weed of 
pastures, lawns, cultivation and waste areas across 
Victoria. Capeweed competes with pasture grass and 
clover, and in the home garden with herbaceous and lawn 

plants. Typically a plant of fresh-water habitats but may 
occur on the fringes of saline swamps and flats during 
wetter periods. In Chum Creek it can also grow within 
drier open forests. It is readily eaten by stock and 
provides reasonable nutrition. However, grazing of 
young, rapidly growing plants can cause nitrate 
poisoning. High intake by dairy cattle can taint milk. 

Capeweed is spread by seed. Seeds are spread by birds 
and animals, and as a contaminant in soils on vehicles and 
machinery. 

 

Control of capeweed  

Do 

• Plan your control program, this will save time and money in 
the long-run; 

• Consider the impact of your control methods on off-target 
species, especially if herbicides are used; 

• Ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between 
sites or prior to contractors leaving site; 

• Get in early - for new infestations, eradicate before the 
plants reach the flowering stage: once plants begin seeding, 
control becomes more difficult and expensive; 

• If using herbicide, carefully time your use of herbicide for 
best results;  

• Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders where your weed problem crosses property 
boundaries; 

• Revisit and regularly inspect the site and ensure follow-up is undertaken; 

• Avoid bare soil patches in late summer and autumn as these can be colonised by capeweed; 

• Maintain a healthy unbroken pasture - this is the best way to avoid capeweed infestations; 

• Hand-pull small patches; use cultivation and sowing to pasture or crops to eradicate large infestations. 
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Don't 

• Don't introduce capeweed to capeweed-free areas (e.g. by failing to wash down machinery and equipment between 
sites); 

• Don't start your control program without first planning your approach; 

• Don't allow capeweed to flower and set seed before treatment; 

• Don't rely on one attempt at removal - follow-up is essential; 

• Don't heavily graze capeweed-infested pasture in late summer and autumn as this can lead to bare patches of soil 
and re-colonisation by the weed;  

• Don’t rely just on herbicide control; establish vigorous pasture after removal to reduce re-infestation. 

 

Physical removal 

• Pulling or grubbing can remove capeweed where infestations are small. 

• Use a fork as capeweed can be difficult to pull by hand. First loosen the soil around the plant then lift, taking care to 
remove as much of the root system as possible. 

• Chipping is generally unsuitable as regrowth from the portion of root left in the ground is likely. 

Cultivation 

• Cultivation can be used to remove established infestations. Cultivate to expose the root systems with minimal 
breakage and leave the plants to dry out and die. 

• Cultivation can be combined with cropping or pasture establishment to control large and well-established infestations. 

Grazing 

• Grazing management should aim at maintaining a continuous and vigorous pasture. 

• Heavy grazing during late winter or early spring can control capeweed. 

• Heavy grazing during late summer or early autumn has the opposite effect, as the bare patches of soil left behind are 
readily colonised by capeweed seedlings. 

• Under-grazing can also favour capeweed as pasture grasses and clover are grazed preferentially, leaving the 
capeweed to mature and produce seed. 

Chemical control 

• A number of herbicides, including glyphosate, are registered for use on capeweed.  

• Herbicide control is only a short term solution; unless a vigorous sward is established to compete with the capeweed, 
the weed is likely to re-establish. 

•  

More information about Capeweed is available at – 

 

http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/sip_capeweed 

https://www.woodyweedspecialists.com.au/weed-identification/how-to-kill-capeweed/ 

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/non-declared-weeds-index/capeweed 

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/non-declared-weeds-

index/capeweed/capeweed-herbicides-for-control 

 

http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/sip_capeweed
https://www.woodyweedspecialists.com.au/weed-identification/how-to-kill-capeweed/
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/non-declared-weeds-index/capeweed
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/non-declared-weeds-index/capeweed/capeweed-herbicides-for-control
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/non-declared-weeds-index/capeweed/capeweed-herbicides-for-control
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Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) 

Japanese honeysuckle, originally from eastern Asia 
(eastern China, Korea and Japan) is a hardy, highly 
invasive, multi-stemmed, twining, climbing shrub that can 
reach heights of 10 m. It is widely naturalised in southern 
and eastern Australia.  

Japanese honeysuckle has bright green oval leaves and 
blossoms from late spring-autumn. The younger stems are 
greenish or reddish in colour and usually have a dense 
covering of tiny hairs. Older stems may become quite thick 
and woody, developing a greyish-coloured and flaky bark 
as they age. Its leaves (2.5-8 cm long and 1-4 cm wide) 
are oblong or egg-shaped, smooth-edged with prominent 
veins and pointed or rounded tips and grow opposite one 
another on short stalks. Leaves on seedlings and young 
plants may be somewhat lobed. 
The flowers are strongly scented and grow in pairs near 
branch tips. They are white/cream, often purplish on the 
outside, turning yellow as they age. They are surrounded 
by several pairs of green leafy bracts (5-20 mm long) and 
borne on stalks 5-50 mm long. Their petals are fused into 
a tube for part of their length and then separate into two 
'lips'. The wider upper lip having four small 
lobes and the lower lip with a single lobe. 
The fruit is a shiny black egg-shaped berry 
5-10 mm in diameter, maturing in summer-
autumn. Roots are initially fibrous 
becoming woody, branching and 
developing a thickened crown. 

Japanese honeysuckle occasionally 
reproduces by seed, but more commonly it 
spreads vegetatively via its creeping 
stems which produce roots at their joints. 
The seeds are dispersed by birds and 
other animals that eat the fruit, while the 
seeds and stem segments are also spread 
by water, in dumped garden waste, by 
slashers and in contaminated soil. 

Japanese honeysuckle has mainly become naturalised in or near forests, particularly those close to habitation. 
It also grows in riparian areas, disturbed sites and waste areas. It is prolific in disturbed areas near Chum 
Creek. It can grow as thick ground cover or a dense shroud over supporting structures, including other plants, 
smothering them. 

The fruit is poisonous and the leaves toxic.  

Control of Japanese honeysuckle 

Physical control 

• Hand-pull or cut back. Seedlings can be hand-pulled. Small infestations can be manually removed. 
Ensure all crowns and rooting stems are traced back, lifted and removed. The site should be thoroughly 
checked for fragments following clearing. 

Herbicide control 

• Herbicides, including glyphosate, are effective. Plants can be treated using the Cut and Paint method. 
Apply over the warmer months but avoid hot, dry periods. Large climbing stems can be treated using 
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the Drill and Fill or Stem/Scrape methods. Apply over the warmer months but avoid hot, dry periods. 
Apply Drill and Fill treatments to the base of the thickened stems or directly into woody crowns. Plants 
can also be sprayed with non-selective or selective herbicides. 

• For large infestations: manual removal is extremely laborious and results in considerable soil 
disturbance. These stands are best treated with herbicides. 

• Removal is laborious. Follow-up monitoring of the site is essential. 

 

 More information about Japanese honeysuckle is available at – 

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/japanese-honeysuckle 

http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Outdoors/Environment/Plants-and-Bushland/Weeds/Japanese-

Honeysuckle 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-

pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants/other/japanese-honeysuckle 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Healthy Hectares 

Are you a recent resident to Chum Creek or have some time to work on some improvements to your 

property?  The Goulburn Catchment Management has produced this valuable brochure to assist management 

of rural properties.  While it was developed for that area, much of the information is more widely applicable. 

http://www.healthyhectares.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/HealthyHectares_Guide.pdf   

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Activities of interest 

Due to social distancing requirements, all forthcoming activities of interest are web-based, 
with opportunities for involvement. 

New Facebook group, initiated by our neighbouring Yarra Ranges Landcare Network - 
Look for Pasture Weeds of the Yarra Valley and surrounds in Facebook. 
It is a small step in keeping people informed during isolation and beyond. If you're interested, please ask to join. 

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/japanese-honeysuckle
http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Outdoors/Environment/Plants-and-Bushland/Weeds/Japanese-Honeysuckle
http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Outdoors/Environment/Plants-and-Bushland/Weeds/Japanese-Honeysuckle
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants/other/japanese-honeysuckle
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants/other/japanese-honeysuckle
http://www.healthyhectares.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/HealthyHectares_Guide.pdf
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Fire hazard reduction webinars 
 

The complex issues behind both the science and the practice of hazard reduction need to be addressed 
following the extended 2019-20 bushfire season. The Royal Commission into the 2019-20 bushfires has begun 
and the various state inquiries are well under way. In some places the autumn burning programs are 
progressing amid the working constraints imposed by the virus. An early start to the next bushfire season in 
eastern and southern Australia would see communities under threat of fire in less than five months from now. 
The aims of this webinar series are: 

      1.     To assist the Royal Commission and the state inquiries in understanding the issues and solutions in 
managing the landscape for fire.  

      2.     To bring together leading scientists to determine the state of science of prescribed burning - what is known, 
what is unknown, what is in agreement, what is in dispute.  
Each webinar includes four speakers giving five-minute presentations with the remainder of the session devoted 
to discussion and questions.  
 
The webinars are free and open to all. Please register 
via https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=39718 
 
The National Fire Fuels Science Forum Webinar Series 
www.bnhcrc.com.au/2020/firefuels 
 
Wednesday 6 May 2020 at 11am - The thing about hazard reduction – why is it so difficult and divisive? 
 

• Dr Sarah Harris, Country Fire Authority 

• Sascha Rundle, ABC Emergency Broadcasting 

• Oliver Costello, Firesticks Alliance 

• Justin Leonard, CSIRO 

Wednesday 13 May 2020 at 11am – The science of hazard reduction – what we know, what are the 
knowledge gaps? 

• Neil Burrows, The Bushfire Front, WA 

• Prof. Mike Clarke, La Trobe University 

• Dr. Phil Zylstra, Curtin University 

• Prof. Mark Adams, Swinburne University 

Wednesday 20 May 2020 at 11am - The practice of hazard reduction – potentials and limitations. 
 
Speakers from CRC partner agencies, TBA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30186961/www.registernow.com.au?p=eyJzIjoiNlFkbHlOZGR4TldsX1dxVWVpSWJ1cGFDd0FRIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDE4Njk2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5yZWdpc3Rlcm5vdy5jb20uYXVcXFwvc2VjdXJlXFxcL1JlZ2lzdGVyLmFzcHg_RT0zOTcxOFwiLFwiaWRcIjpcImRhZTBkZjM0ZTFiNDRjNmE4NmUyNTUxOGExZGE5OWMyXCIsXCJ1cmxfaWRzXCI6W1wiMWFjMjVmMTljODBkYzFjZDcyYzQ2YmJmZTAzODY3OTg0OTRhM2JiMVwiXX0ifQ
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/2020/firefuels
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Join rewilding facilitator Claire Dunn for this webinar where you will explore the practice of deep nature 

connection and rewilding and gain an understanding of how to put what you learn into practice whilst 

remaining at home. 

 

Claire, author of My Year Without Matches: Escaping the City in Search of the Wild, will outline some of 

the skills and practices that cultivate a sense of intimacy with the wild – even in your backyard. 

 

At the end of the session you will be given an opportunity to share your stories and ask Claire nature-

related questions. 

  

Event Details 

Saturday 9th May 

9am to 10am 

Webinar 

 

To participate in this webinar you will need to register and have access to a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or 

Android device. Instructions on how to join the webinar will be emailed to you.  

Register at https://yarraranges-vic.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ul6csUjzT3-GiycVbpL1RQ 

 
 
 
 

https://vic.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32d44f78420029ae461e8cf13&id=c6c17c06d0&e=610d048887
https://vic.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32d44f78420029ae461e8cf13&id=01ca625943&e=610d048887
https://yarraranges-vic.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ul6csUjzT3-GiycVbpL1RQ
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Fungi identification workshop 
 

 
 

While we are at home, the fungi are running riot out there in the forest! The recent rains could mean we are in 

for a bumper fungus season. 

Learn from fungi expert Alison Pouliot about what makes fungi so special, and learn tips and tricks on 

identifying fungi in these online workshops. 

Details: 

Sunday 17 May, 10.30am–12pm 

Saturday 23 May, 10.30am–12pm 

Organised by – Victorian National Parks Association  

Members: FREE (become a Member at https://vnpa.org.au/membership/new/ 

Non-member: $20 
Spaces strictly limited.  

 

More details and bookings at  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/victorian-national-parks-association-6023145939 

 

https://vnpa.org.au/membership/new/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/victorian-national-parks-association-6023145939

