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Chum Creek has a resident platypus population, as indicated above by the locations of platypus sightings 

(yellow crosses) in Chum Creek, upstream of the Lowes Rd. bridge. 

 

Events schedule 

 

Toolangi sculpture trail events, 6-20 November. Forest Discovery Centre, Toolangi. 

Celebrating 20 years of the sculpture trail and the reopening of the Forest Discovery Centre, 1687 Healesville-

Kinglake Rd., Toolangi. Features talks, sculpture in the forest, kid’s entertainment, and evening spotlighting for 

wildlife. See page 9 below. 

 

30 Years of Landcare celebration with Australia’s foremost wildlife ecologist – David Lindenmayer, 26 

November. Coldstream. Come and learn about Landcare people and projects. Free seminar and lunch, but 

registration is required. See page 10 below. 
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President’s Report  

Because of the windstorms and power outages that caused widespread damage across the Yarra Valley 

many of us are still working to clear trees and fix damage around our properties.  Given the number of fallen 

trees, work will be continuing well into the New Year and will increase the challenge of preparing our 

properties for the fire season.   Kudos to Oznet workers who laboured through a very wet and ugly night to 

restore downed powerlines in Chum Creek, a couple of weeks ago.  VicRoads and Shire contractors have 

also worked hard in clearing the debris along roads in our area and removing any potentially dangerous 

branches and weakened trees. Don’t forget that you can claim costs for repair of boundary fences from your 

house insurance company. 

Indian Mynas and Rabbits are beginning to reappear in significant numbers in parts of our area.  It is worth 

making the effort to control their numbers.  Chum Creek Landcare have Myna traps available to borrow and if 

there is interest in rabbit control we could run a workshop.  We have the resources to run workshops and 

there has been interest in workshops on European Wasp control workshop and tree/plant identification.  If you 

have any ideas for workshops or projects please contact us. 

Weeds are still rampant but major blackberry control work was undertaken earlier this year using funds 

available to Chum Creek Landcare members through the Northern Yarra Blackberry Action Group. We are 

working with the Northern Yarra Landcare Network to obtain further funding to support landowner’s blackberry 

and weed control activities. 

We successfully surveyed the health of the upper portion of Chum Creek and its adjacent vegetation last 

summer and are applying for funding to complete the survey of the lower portion of the creek this coming 

summer. The report for last summer’s survey will be available soon. 

We would encourage you to attend the 30 years of Landcare celebrations with our local one being held on 

Nov. 26th.  See details on page 10 of this Newsletter.   Hearing David Lindenmayer speak is always a great 

opportunity. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chum Creek Landcare news 

 Second Chum Creek Survey report will soon be available 

This last summer we continued the survey of Chum Creek and its adjacent vegetation, from where it crosses 

Chum Creek Rd. up to its source near Toolangi. The survey and its results were presented at our AGM. A 

report of this survey has been prepared, but its production has been delayed. We are pleased to announce 

that it should be distributed to landowners adjacent to the area surveyed, and made available to others, very 

soon (this November). 

 

 

 

Featured Weeds – Tree Tobacco and Sweet Pittosporum 

 

 Tree Tobacco (Solanum mauritanicus) 
 
Tree Tobacco is native to South America, but has become naturalized in eastern Australia where it is an 
environmental weed. It is an aggressive and fast-growing plant which develops into a large shrub, typically up 
to 4m high, but sometimes up to 10m high and has large leaves with densely hairy, velvety undersides, as 
well as mauve or purple flowers with yellow centres in dense, branched clusters. It’s fruit are yellow globular 
berries (10 – 15 mm across). 
Tree Tobacco is poisonous, particularly the unripe berries, and handling the plants can cause irritation 
and nausea. The dust from the plant can cause respiratory problems if exposure is prolonged. Because of its 
ability to affect human health and because of its aggressive and fast growing character, it is illegal to sell, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nausea
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propagate, or distribute the plant in New Zealand. The species is also a threat to permanent horticulture, such 
as orchards, as it is a known host of a number of fruit fly species. 
 

 

This species reproduces by seed. The seeds are mainly 

dispersed by birds and other animals that eat the fruit. They 

may also be spread in dumped garden waste. 

The species can be controlled by digging up smaller plants or 
cutting the stems of larger plants no more than 15cm above 
the ground then applying herbicide to the cut stump. To 
ensure the success of this method, immediately apply the 
herbicide mixture to the cut surface of the stump. If you do 
not apply the herbicide immediately the plant will seal itself off 
and the herbicide will not enter the plant. Foliar spraying with herbicide has also been used. However, 
herbicides useful for controlling Tree Tobacco are some of the less desirable Ones (see 
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/60991/IPA-Wild-Tobacco-PP104.pdf ). 
The plant material removed should be hung up to dry or placed on concrete as leaving plants on the ground 
can lead to them re-shooting. You can also place the weeds in your green waste bin. 
Further information can be obtained at https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/invasive-
plants/other/wild-tobacco and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solanum_mauritianum or 
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/eafrinet/weeds/key/weeds/Media/Html/Solanum_mauritianum_(Bugweed).
htm  

Sweet Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum) 

Pittosporum is a small tree (up to 15m high) that is native to moist areas in Victoria and eastern Australia. It 
has increased its range since European settlement. It is a fast grower, and has become a weed in other parts 

of Australia where it is not indigenous. It is 
considered a serious weed in the Shire of Yarra 
Ranges.  

Leaves, which usually sit horizontally, are 
aromatic, glossy dark green and paler 
underneath with an undulating edge. Flowers 
are creamy-white and bell shaped with a sweet 
fragrance. The fruit are hard berries or capsules, 
green turning orange when ripe in autumn and 
winter. When they split they expose 20-30 sticky 
orange-red seeds. 
Sweet Pittosporum has a dense canopy that 
shades the ground and drops many leaves. A 
chemical inhibitor in the leaves prevents 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/60991/IPA-Wild-Tobacco-PP104.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/invasive-plants/other/wild-tobacco
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/invasive-plants/other/wild-tobacco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solanum_mauritianum
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/eafrinet/weeds/key/weeds/Media/Html/Solanum_mauritianum_(Bugweed).htm
http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/eafrinet/weeds/key/weeds/Media/Html/Solanum_mauritianum_(Bugweed).htm
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indigenous plants from growing beneath. It has contributed to changes in lizard and bird populations by 
reducing habitat for these species. It is also fire sensitive and the leaves are very flammable. Sweet 
Pittosporum establishes very quickly and starves surrounding plants of nutrients, water and sunlight. 
It is spread by birds and possums eating the fruit and by animals such as deer and foxes that spread the 
seeds that stick to them. 
Control can be accomplished by digging up very small plants, ensuring that the root system is removed, 
cutting small plants off at ground level and immediately painting the stump with an undiluted glyphosate 
herbicide. This is useful for larger seedlings that are too hard to hand pull but should not be attempted on 
trees with trunks greater than 50 mm as they are likely to resprout. For these larger plants, drill holes 2-3 cm 
deep and about 5 cm apart, at the base of the trunk, then fill the hole immediately with an undiluted 
glyphosate herbicide. This is best done during the active growth stage which is late spring and mid autumn.  
 More information can be obtained at 

http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment-engineering/parks-
environment/environment-parks-environment/sweet_pittosporum_web.pdf  
 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Weed control – it is time for action 

Our recent Northern Yarra Blackberry Action Group officer, Rob Fallon, notes – 

No doubt you've noticed a few blackberries starting up in the sunshine. With so much moisture in the ground, it's 

expected to be a good season for blackberry, potentially a little shorter with the late start to Spring. I would urge 

everyone to make arrangements as soon as possible to continue their blackberry control this season. Here are a 

few bits and pieces for you to note. 

Funding for the Blackberry Project Officer has finished... 

Unfortunately, funding for the blackberry project has ended. We've had a great run, with post-fire Landcare efforts 

generating 5 years of financial assistance to landowners in our area. We have had participation from 183 properties 

totalling 3919ha, with 259ha blackberry treated - 89% of what was attempted. Many of us still face a battle getting 

the blackberry under control and options for help still remain, despite the formal end to the NYBAG program. 

(Editor’s comment – the Chum Creek Landcare Committee is working on obtaining some additional funds to support 

further blackberry control in our area) 

Melbourne Water's Stream Frontage Management Program funding continues... 

For those of you who have funding agreements with Melbourne Water it would be a good idea to check where your 

funding applications are to then know when the funding might arrive. Don't forget, it will be up to you to arrange the 

contractor yourselves, pay them with the funding provided, and be able to show Melbourne Water your receipts later 

on. Melbourne Water funding is available every year for as long as you need it. If you are at all unsure about where 

you might be at with Melbourne Water, please contact them as soon as possible. 

New Melbourne Water contact... 

As many of you would know, Katie Drummond, River Health Officer with Melbourne Water, is away on maternity 

leave. Her replacement is Mark Scida and he can be contacted at any time to discuss your property, funding 

agreements and payments. Contact Mark by phone on 9724 3105 or 0400 574 447 or 

email Mark.Scida@melbournewater.com.au 

Contractors are ready... 

Contractors are itching to get out there. The two main contractors used by people on the program last year are listed 

here. There is no obligation to use either of them - it's just that we know from experience that they do a great job.  

David Williams is available at annewilliams23@iprimus.com.au or phone 0407 818 681 and Paul McLeish is 

available at ampmservices@hotmail.com or phone 0438 061 705 

 

http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment-engineering/parks-environment/environment-parks-environment/sweet_pittosporum_web.pdf
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/webdocuments/environment-engineering/parks-environment/environment-parks-environment/sweet_pittosporum_web.pdf
mailto:Mark.Scida@melbournewater.com.au
mailto:annewilliams23@iprimus.com.au
mailto:ampmservices@hotmail.com
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Indigenous seedling planting – Ribbons of Green Programme 

If you would like to revegetate areas away from creeks, don’t forget that the Shire of Yarra Ranges has a 

programme – Ribbons of Green – that can provide you with free seedlings, seed screens and weed mats, as 

described below. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Free equipment hire for spraying weeds  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Yarra Ranges Shire – Windstorm Recovery Update 

In case you didn’t receive this latest information from the Shire, sent on 4 November -  
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November is typically the time of year where Council begins its preparations for the upcoming fire season, and 
undertakes inspections on private property to remind landowners to reduce their bushfire risk by removing fire 
fuels. 
  
But since the October 9 wind event, we acknowledge that this year’s fire preparations will be a challenge for a 
number of residents. 
  
The storm destroyed 31 homes, damaged countless more, and also spread piles of green waste and tree 
debris across the municipality. 
  
Council’s bundled branch collection, beginning 28 November, will certainly assist residents to clear small 
branches and debris, but will not have the capacity to collect larger tree material. 
  
We are asking residents who are struggling to clear their properties of large tree debris to call us on 1300 368 
333 to see what other options may be available to assist in these circumstances. 
  
This storm update has been developed with the upcoming fire danger period in mind, providing residents with 
information to assist them as they continue to clean up their properties in the wake of the October 9 wind 
event. 
 
Glenn Patterson 
CEO  

Cleaning up your own property 

Have You Considered A Contractor To Assist? 

 
When cleaning up your property, take care when using chainsaws and other equipment, and avoid 
undertaking work near powerlines. 
Please ensure you get appropriate advice if you are planning to manage the cutting and disposal of trees 
yourself. 
If in doubt, call in a specialist. Local contractors are available to remove tree debris from your property, and 
can be found via the internet or in the classifieds section of local newspapers. 
When employing a tree contractor*, you should ensure they have the following:  

 Chainsaw qualifications  

 An understanding of working in proximity to electric powerlines  

 Experience in removing large trees  

 Public Liability Insurance of $20 million.  

*Please note, Yarra Ranges Council does not make recommendations for particular contractors on private 
property, and takes no responsibility, nor accepts any liability, for activities provided by a contractor engaged 
by a resident.  
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We recommend you obtain a quote for any tree works to be undertaken on your property. All costs 
associated with works on private property are the responsibility of the landowner. 
  
Have you spoken with your insurer? If not, give them a call to see if your policy covers you for costs relating 
to storm clean ups or fallen trees.  

Disposing of tree debris and green waste  

Council’s bi-annual bundled branch collection will run from 28 November for six weeks. A three cubic metre 
limit applies for each property through this collection. Branches must be tied with non-plastic string. 
If you have large tree debris that can’t be left out for the bundled branch collection, please call Council on 
1300 368 333 to discuss what other options may be available to assist you. Transfer Stations in the Yarra 
Ranges will accept green waste for a fee. 

Burning Off 
In the lead up to the fire danger period, residents in rural and residential bushland areas may also choose to 
clean up debris through burning off. 
Keep in mind that different Open Air Burning restrictions will apply to different areas. Burning off is also 
prohibited on Total Fire Ban Days and during the CFA Declared Fire Danger Period. 
To avoid complaints to Local Laws, please ensure green waste is not wet when burned, and be mindful of not 
creating excess smoke. 

Have you checked on your neighbor? 

Not everyone has the capacity to be able to clean up their properties following large storm events. 
If you have a family member, friend or neighbour who has a disability or who is elderly and unable to clean up 
tree debris themselves, you may like to ask them if they need assistance. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Events of interest 

Manningham Environment Seminars (Warrandyte) – 7 December - The latest powerful owl research 
results, presented by Nick Bradsworth. 

Seminars are conducted at Bull&BushRoom, GrandHotel, 110 Yarra St., Warrandyte.  

Seminar (7.30pm Wednesday 7 December, 2016): Focussing on owls at the edge of Melbourne. 

 For information: phone 03 9840 9326 or email <eepadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au> 

 

Yarra Valley Equestrian Landcare Group seminar (Christmas Hills) - 27 November - Healthy land and 
healthy horses, presented by Stuart Myers of Equiculture.  
At 4 Tanderum Way, Christmas Hills, from 10am to 4.30pm. $20 fee to non-members.  
 RSVP by November 16 by email to yvequestrianlandcare@gmail.com  

 

Toolangi Sculpture Trail – 6-20 November – Celebrating art, sculpture, and the reopening of the Forest 

Discovery Centre 

See further details on the following page. 

mailto:eepadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au
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